
   Third Ward Neighborhood Association Draft Minutes for February 8, 2017 

    By Katherine Schneider filling in for Curtis Goodson 

Present: 

Steering Committee: 

Kevin Rosenberg 
Stephen Ronstrom 
Katherine Schneider 
Peter Hable 
Susa Miller 
Janet Bethke 
Jenn Sterling 
Barb Gegg Harrison 
Aaron Salmon 
Peggy O’Halloran 
Ryan Pleski 
Maryjo Cohen 

Neighbors and Guests: 
Randy Litton 
Kevin Putzy (ECPD) 
Jeremy Gragert 
Nick Webber 
Mike Rindo 

 The February meeting of the Steering Committee of the Third Ward Neighborhood 
Association (TWNA) was called to order at 7:05 by Kevin Rosenberg, the chair. Since the 
secretary was not in attendance, January’s minutes were not available.  Their review and 
approval were postponed until the next meeting in March.   Katherine Schneider offered to 
take the minutes of the meeting.  Her offer was accepted.    The treasurer, Jenn, reported 
there was no change in the TWNA’s bank balance. 

 Mike Rindo updated the Committee and neighbors on several university construction 
initiatives, which included the upgrade of Garfield Avenue and the building and renovation of 
dormitories. Mike pointed out that preserving and protecting the neighborhood is one of the 
guiding principles of the 2010-30 long-range plan. On the Garfield project, Mike said 75% of 
the effort was the upgrade of utilities and the rest was the enhancement of the area by 
creating, among other things, an outdoor classroom, a 200-seat amphitheater, a food outlet 
for summer events, fire pits, an entrance to the university and the modification of the south 
end of the walking bridge. The walking bridge will be closed during both the summer of 2017 
and the summer of 2018. The Garfield reconstruction will start late this spring and will bring 
much truck traffic to this end of the neighborhood.  Some 95 trees will be cut down, but 
approximately 130 new trees will be planted. 

 The University houses about 3,750 students and would like to raise that number to 
5,000. Both upper campus Towers will be substantially remodeled, one each year starting this 
summer and a new suite dormitory with 400 plus beds will also be built. Local venues will be 



asked for bids to house at least 100 students per location. Haymarket Landing houses 400, but 
more is needed to cover the 650 per Tower while they are off-line. Eventually both lower 
campus existing dormitories will be torn down.  

 The University is very interested in the quality of off-campus housing, but cannot be 
an enforcer.  It will, however, support a neighborhood initiative to enforce ordinances, 
including known violations identified in a 2015 County/City survey.    The university’s point 
person in the area of off-campus housing is Kristen Schumacher.  Tim Lane will talk to her to 
see what that office is working on; e.g. an app, a booklet or actual representation and will 
report back at the next meeting. 

Mike also stated that the three houses on Roosevelt that the University owns will be 
razed this summer and a welcome center will be built. The houses on State Street that 
Blugold owns will remain as rentals. 

 Maryjo reported on research she had done on the City/County’s intensified 
housing survey that occurs every five years.  The exterior of 939 buildings in the Randall Park 
area had been inspected in June 2015.   Two hundred twenty buildings were found to have 
five or more major exterior violations.  Per the County, the finding of exterior issues does 
provide the inspectors with probable cause to inspect the interior.  Of those 220 properties 
with five or more violations, 72 are owned by seven major landlords.  Since the completion of 
the survey, the City/County has inspected 78 properties, of which only five were owned by 
the major landlords.     There is a pattern in which repeated inspections occurred before 
landlords took any action.  Ordinances are in place authorizing the city to levy sizable fines 
(as much as $500 per day per violation); however, the City as a matter of policy does not use 
fines to enforce its ordinances. 

 Maryjo and Steve were voted to be the Steering Committee’s representatives to 
a city rental registration and inspection initiative that is scheduled to occur in April. They 
were charged with keeping the TWNA updated on the committee’s plans and seeking TWNA 
input before stating TWNA’s position on big issues like universal landlord registration and 
inspection. 

 Steve described a Third Ward tour he took with representatives of the Health 
Department and zoning. Beforehand he elicited feedback on places to visit and got 15 
suggestions.  The Health Department will follow through on results of this tour. The following 
initiatives are planned with the Health Department and TWNA: 

1. The TWNA is to disseminate a memo on procedures to report zoning infractions. Those 
procedures include anonymous phone calls and emails. Follow up timelines, guidelines 
and further action points are to be included in the procedure. 

2. The County will provide the TWNA Steering Committee with a monthly enforcement 
update report. 

  
3.  The TWNA will serve as an information conduit for zoning enforcement as well as 

provide information on tree removal opportunities (City Foresters are concentrating 
on Third Ward during summer 2017 on tree removal) 



4. A special focus on six major rental companies will occur to strengthen accountability 
for building maintenance in North Third Ward and Randall Park. 

5. The TWNA will strengthen its advocacy for maintaining current density standards to 
ensure zoning/restriction for single family are both observed and strictly enforced. 

6. The TWNA is to be proactive on coordinating with the city on zoning enforcement in 
terms of planning, follow-through, and enforcement. 
    

  Barb reported on the Communications Committee’s work. The Committee plans to 
update the website for formal matters.  It also plans to use Facebook and the Next Door 
Neighborhood app to both put out information and gather input from TWNA members. The use 
of action drive flyers will be considered as well, possibly posted at Demmler Park or on book 
kiosks.   The goal is to develop sustainable procedures that will enable future committees to 
handle these communication tasks with ease. 

Sue announced that the neighborhood comprehensive plan committee will have an 
organizational meeting at her house on February 9.  She said that the city will start working 
with us in May probably. 

Officer Kevin Putszy from the Eau Claire Police Department announced that a police 
officer will be assigned to attend future TWNA meetings.   Who and when are not known at 
this time. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

  

    


